People protect and care for things the have a stake in.

Would you, your family or friends like to have a REAL stake in
Barnegat Bay? ReClam the Bay can help you!

Each year RCTB puts over 300,000 oysters on to an artificial reef at the mouth of the
Toms River. We use several techniques, but one technique enables RCTB to grow baby oysters on a shell bearing the
name of the donor. In the first step of the process 20to e

30 oyster larvae attach themselves to the shell. The shell
with the microscopic

oysters is then
mounted on a stake
and the stake is
stuck into the bay
floor (the stake in
the bay) in the Marine Conservation Zone near to Barnegat Inlet.

The oysters on the shell/stake will grow to potato chip size
oysters by the end of the growing season. In the final step,
the shells containing t he ardrenoged ffors thastakme ar
and placed on the reef at the mouth of the Toms River. There, the donor’s oysters will help
Barnegat Bay by filtering the water and spawning to bring new life to the reef and Barnegat

Bay.

Details of the Processin the first step of the process clam shells (some
containing the names of donors) are placed
in a mesh bags and the bags are placed in a
tank. The tank is filled with bay water and a
bubbling system mixes the water
throughout the shells.

Then millions of microscopic oyster larvae (that just look like course mud) are
mixed in a bucket and introduced into the bubbling water in the tank. After about two to three weeks, the larvae have
“ s dthatis attached themselves to the shells). They are now viable creatures who can help our bay. If you would like

to be part of the Stake In the Bay program, Call 732-349-1247 and ask to have Jim Merritt call you.



